BONAPARTE'S ANNEXATIONS IN  1802.              n

recover the lost French colonies, and to gain time" to re-
build the shattered French navy, which in 1802
had been reduced to less than forty ships of the
line. In a few years jhe intended to create a new
fleet, which should be able to dispute with that of Britain the
mastery of the seas. Moreover, observing the enthusiasm with
which peace was greeted in England, he fancied that our
government would wink at several new aggressions which he
was contemplating on the continent Rather than renew the
war, he imagined that the weak Addington would submit to
many humiliations. In this respect he wholly misconceived
the situation; he underrated the wariness and national pride
of his opponents to an absurd degree.

Only a few months had elapsed after the Treaty of Amiens
had been signed, when the First Consul began to take in hand
some measures which were certain to irritate presjj
England. In September he annexed to France annexations
Piedmont and the rest of the continental terri- by France-
tories of the King of Sardinia, though that unfortunate monarch
had given him no provocation whatever, Parma was at the
same time appropriated, though compensation was in this case
given to the dispossessed Bourbon duke. Soon after Bonaparte
sent 30,000 men into Switzerland, and overturned there a
government which was not sufficiently subservient to his
interests. When England protested against this high-handed
action, he merely replied that she had no concern with con-
tinental affairs, since there was no mention of Piedmont or the
Helvetic Republic in the Treaty of Amiens. On his part he
began to declaim against our government because Malta had
not yet been evacuated: we had agreed to restore the island
to the Order of the Knights of St John, but since they had not
yet been reorganized, our troops were still in possession. How-
ever, actual preparations for their departure had begun when 9
the First Consul's action caused them to be suspended.

Even before tfrese matters of foreign policy had come to a